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PREFACE 


HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of 
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision 
of the King James Version, published in 1611. 

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation 
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be printed, was the 
work of William Tyndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will- 
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments 
were ordered to be burned as “untrue translations.’’ He was finally betrayed 
into the hands of his enemies, and in October 1536, was publicly executed 
and burned at the stake. 

Yet Tyndale’s work became the foundation of subsequent English versions, 
notably those of Coverdale, 1535; Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym 
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and 
the Bishops’ Bible, 1568. In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made 
om the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at 

eims. 

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all 
of these Preceains versions; and comparison shows that it owes something 
to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever 
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially 
in the New Testament, to Tyndale. 

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular 
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries 
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The 
King James Version became the ‘‘Authorized Version’’ of the English- 
speaking peoples. 

The King James Version has with good reason been terme 










; turns of expression . ng 
music of its Cadences, an e felicities of ifs F entered, as no 
other Book has, into the making of the personal character and the public 
institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it_an_ incalculable 


ve defects. By the middle of the 
nineteenth century, the development o cal studies and the discovery 
of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the King James 


Version was based, made it manifest that these defects rs soO_ many and so 

ri Vv of the English transiation. The task was under- 
aken, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. The English Revised 
Version of the Bible was published in 1881-1885; and the American Standard 
Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the American scholars 
associated in the work, was published in 1901. 

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications in the 
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the 
English Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public, 
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from 
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership 
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associated in 
this Council through their boards of education and pubtication. 

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text 
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether 
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“Now it is high time to awake.” | 
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ECENTLY a young man purehased a eFTors ¢ 

King James Version Bible thinking it is not t 
was withoui error. One day when glancing have bee 
through a back issue of Louk magazine ‘The ren 
he came across an article entitled “The tremely 4 
Truth About the Bible,” which said that clably at: 
“as early as 1720, an English authority text. 
estimated that there were at least 20,000 
errors in the two editions of the New 
Testament commonly read by Protestants _ 
and Catholics. Modern students say there Le aos 
are probably 50,000 errors.” The young 4% 7/°*+ 
man was shocked. Ffis faith In the Bible’s W4' TE To 
authenticity was shaken. “How can the Of caiz 
Bible be reliable when it contains thou- a-+ 
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu- 
racies?”’ he asks. 
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MARK 16 

saw a man sitting on the right 
side, dr in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. 6And he said to them, 
“Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 


Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
lace where 


his disci- 


risen, he is not here; see the 
they laid him. 7 But go, ¢t 


52 


“He has risen” 


ples and Peter that he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
as he told you. * 8And they went out and 
fled from the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; and 
they said nothing to any one, for “they 
were afraid.* 
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WHY “ACCORDING TO”? 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


Saint Luke 
. * 
ORASMUCH as many 
have taken in hand to 
set forth in order a 
deciaration! of those things 
which are most surely believed 
among us, 

2 Even as they delivered 
them unto us, which from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses, 
and ministers of the word: 

3 It seemed good to me also, 
having perfect under- 
sanding of all things from: 
the very first, to write unto 

in order, most excellent 
lus, 

4 That thou mightest know 
the certainty of those things, 


wherein thou hast beer in- 
structed. 










THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
- Saint 


Matthew, 


e 
ST. MATTHEW 9 
Matthew Called Ar® 


9 q And as Jesus paved Met 
forth from thence, he saw a 
man, named Matthew, ae 
at the receipt of custom: a ne = 
tes saith unto him, Follow me. 


ee: and followed THew ! 9 














THE GOSPEL AC 
Ale du 


Saint Mark) s«isus, 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO % ? 
| ST. JOHN 21. _« 
Saint John 24 This is the disciple which 


testifieth of these things, and» 
wrote these things: and we. 










know that his testi ny 
“y Ee * anDAia’ tree. perme Fs 
das } The Conclusion 
wt Jonn ° 25 mes och eas Gi 
5h other thi w esus di 
ST. JOHN 19 esaage ll ih if ¢ 
35 And be that saw it bare San ae ee suppose 
record, record is true: that even the mori itself could 
poate, repeat that be saith ot contain the s that 
true, ye might believe. should be written. Amen. 
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 *‘THE 
GOSPEL 

translated 

into Modern English 

by 
J. B. PHILLIPS 
THE GOSPEL OF | 
MATTHEW. 


Early tradition ascribed this Gospel to the apostle} Matthew 
but scholars nowadays almost all reject this view. | 
The author, whom we still can convensently call Matthew, 
hes plainly drawn on the mysierious"Q”, which may have 
been « collection of oral traditions. He has used Mark’ 
Gos pel freet y, though he has rearranged the order of events and 
has se seneval instances used different words for what 1s plainly 
the same story. The style ts luctd, calm and “tidy”. Matthew 
er with « certain judsctousness as though he himself had 
his material and is convinced not only of sts 

truth but of the divine pattern that lses behind the historic facts. 


If Matthew wrole, as is now generally supposed, somewhere 
between 85 and 90, this Gospel’s value as a Christian document 
is enormous. It ts, so to speak, a_second generation view of 

the Son of God and the Son of Man. It ss being 
wrtten at that distance in time from the great Event where sober 
reflection and sturdy conviction can perhaps give a better bal 
anced portrast of God's unique revelation of Himself than could 
be given by thise who were so close to the ish that em 
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